Quetico adventure C8

Duluth News Tribune
Sunday, June 26, 2011

duluthnewstribune.com

$
1
5
IN COUP 5

$1.50

O
INSIDE NS

MINNESOTA SEX OFFENDER PROGRAM | TREATMENT WITHOUT PAROLE | PART 1 OF 4

Millions spent on rehabilitation,
but no one has been rehabilitated
BRANDON STAHL

Minnesota Sex
Offender
Program costs

bstahl@duluthnews.com
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Norton said he saw his
commitment as the equivalent of a death sentence,
which he said he and three
others tried to escape last
year.
“It came down to a necessity, protecting myself, protecting my very psyche, to
leave this place. Because it’s
just punitive,” Norton told
the News Tribune during an
in-person interview. “People
in here shouldn’t be treated
any differently than people
out there on the streets. To
do so would be punitive; it
would be punishment. And
this isn’t supposed to be
about punishment. It’s supposed to be treatment.”

See MSOP, Page A7
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Russell Lynn Norton, 43, tried
to escape from the Minnesota
Sex Offender Program in
Moose Lake last year. Bob
King / rking@duluthnews.com
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The offender population continues to skyrocket
and is expected to double in the next 10 years

Cost to run the Minnesota Sex Offender Program
since 2005

Cost (in millions of dollars)

ou might not care
about people like
43-year-old Russell
Lynn Norton, a former
Eveleth and Duluth resident
and convicted sex offender
whom the state of Minnesota
considers a psychopath unable to control his impulses
to reoffend.
But in 2010, the state
spent an average of $120,000
a year to house, feed and
treat offenders like Norton
through the Minnesota Sex
Offender Program, nearly
3½ times as much as it
would spend if he were in a
state prison.
Created in the mid-1990s,
MSOP is not supposed to be
incarceration. Like Norton,
nearly all the offenders there
have completed their prison
time and are committed to the
center for intensive treatment
for eventual release back into
society. The hundreds of offenders who have gone
through MSOP are called “patients” or “clients” instead of
inmates. Yet despite spending
$386.9 million since 2005
alone, the number of patients
successfully rehabilitated —
permanently released back
into the community — is zero.
Some have served life
sentences there; more than
18 have died in the heavily
secured facility surrounded
by razor-wire fences. Critics
have used that poor success
rate to label MSOP Minnesota’s Guantanamo or
Gulag.

To run the MSOP in 2010, the state of Minnesota spent nearly
as much as it cost to run three prisons and house nearly 3 1/2
times as many offenders.
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The Minnesota Sex Offender Program at Moose Lake is
called a treatment center for high-risk offenders. But since
it opened in the early 1990s, the program has never released a client. Does MSOP offer treatment or punishment?
A four-part Duluth News Tribune series starting today,
using extensive research and interviews with officials,
experts and sex offenders, tries to answer that question.

The state of Minnesota spent an average of
$120,000 in 2010 to house, feed and treat
sex offenders through MSOP, nearly 3½
times as much as it spends for state prison
inmates. The legislative auditor’s office, experts and sex offenders offer a harsh critique
of the program. More on Pages A6-7

Three sex offenders committed to
MSOP in Moose
Lake explain why
they don’t believe
they’ll ever be
released.

Confining sex offenders without genuine treatment has
been found to be unconstitutional in Washington state.
And many former MSOP employees say that’s what’s
happening in Minnesota.

A small minority of sex offenders have made it to the
final phases of treatment in
St. Peter, where they live in
more homelike settings.
Some argue not even they
should be released.

View video interviews with sex
offenders committed to Moose
Lake and St.
Peter at duluth
newstribune.com
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Dayton, GOP to continue budget talks today
MARTIGA LOHN

Associated Press

Today: Partly sunny,
chance of rain
High: 73 Low: 58

Tomorrow: Better
chance of storms
High: 73 Low: 50

ST. PAUL — Minnesota’s top
leaders holed up in a generic conference room for a second day on
Saturday, trying to break
through the budget gridlock with
an impending government shutdown only six days away.
They emerged after almost eight
hours with little to say except
that they planned to keep
talking today.
After months of public dis-

agreements and recriminations,
Gov. Mark Dayton and top Republican lawmakers said they
are committed to avoiding a shutdown. The Democratic governor
said a pact to stay quiet about the
content of negotiations is critical
to getting a deal done.
“We all see the possibility of
working things out to avoid a
shutdown, and we’re all in favor
of keeping that effort going to try
to realize that goal,” Dayton said
after the talks.

The discussions took place in
the State Office Building across
the street from the Capitol, with
Dayton advisers and key lawmakers responsible for specific
pieces of the budget shuttling in
and out as negotiations turned
from higher education to the environment, then health and welfare programs and finally, taxes.
Reporters and photographers loitered outside the room, waiting
for details from the meetings on
the other side of glass windows

sheathed by mini-blinds.
“We have a considerable road
trip ahead of us,” said Rep. Jim
Abeler, the Republican House
leader on health and social service spending, after talks in his
area finished.
Along with taxes, health and
welfare spending is the most contentious budget area between
Dayton and the Republican
Legislature.

See Budget, Page A4
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Does the program set up residents to fail?

Auditor’s report says emphasis on minor rules ‘can make progress in treatment difficult’

BRANDON STAHL

bstahl@duluthnews.com

Julian Caprice, 51, a convicted rapist, says he sees two
ways to get out of the Minnesota Sex Offender Program
at Moose Lake: Complete the
treatment or hope the courts
close the facility down.
But like many residents,
Caprice, who has been there
since 1996, said MSOP
doesn’t offer the treatment
he needs and instead focuses
on punishing him for small
infractions.
“I’m just stuck,” said
Caprice.
Among the program’s
rules: Residents are prohibited from lending money,
shaking hands or sharing
food or newspapers. Break
them, Caprice said, and
you’re not likely get out of
Phase One.
“It’s trivial stuff that prevents you from getting to
Phase Two,” Caprice said.
“And until you get to Phase
Two, you’re just stuck. You’re
doing the same core groups
every day. I’m not going to
say that they’re meaningless.
… They just have me spinning my wheels. I’m not really getting anywhere. You’re
taking the same things over
and over because you’re not
in Phase Two.”
Bringing condiments
from the cafeteria back to a
room is another rule infraction, one Caprice said he’s
violated many times.
Moose Lake’s rules are essentially set up for residents
to fail, said Terri Port Wright,
a Cloquet attorney who has a
state contract to represent
MSOP clients when they’re
charged with a crime while
inside the facility.
“The rules that are established at MSOP are not rules
that any of us could comply
with 100 percent of the
time,” she said.
Dennis Benson, executive
director of MSOP, said many
of the residents at Moose
Lake come from backgrounds
where they didn’t have to follow rules, and they must
learn to change that behavior.
“It’s just necessary to
have some level of order and
protocol,” Benson said.
“There are rules everywhere in life, and that’s an
important thing that many
of these people struggle with
at early stages of treatment.”
So if Caprice knows he
has to follow the rules to
progress through treatment,
why break them?
“You’re right. If you
know it’s a rule, it’s a rule,”
he said. “But in the big
scheme of things, it’s like,
OK, I brought some syrup,
or I brought some seasoning,
or I brought some hot sauce
for this nasty stuff you call
food. ... Why should that stop
me from getting the treatment I need?”
The legislative auditor’s

Julian Caprice has been in the Minnesota Sex Offender Program since 1996. Caprice, who has been convicted of rape multiple
times, says he doesn’t receive treatment he needs from the program. Rather, he says, MSOP staff members focus on punishing
residents for minor rules infractions. Photos by Bob King / rking@duluthnews.com

“The rules that are
established at
MSOP are not
rules that any of us
could comply with
100 percent of the
time.”
Terri Port Wright, attorney
from Cloquet who represents
Minnesota Sex Offender
Program clients

March report agreed with
resident complaints that the
facility was too punitive. It
found that security counselors documented “irrelevant behaviors of clients and
were overly concerned regarding minor violations”
and “evidence that clients
were sometimes treated
with suspicion, their reasonable frustrations were considered treatment problems,
and they were sometimes
punished for behavior that
appeared to be normal.”
“The program still struggles with staff who are
overly suspicious of clients
or who expect impossible
perfection. This can make
progress in treatment difficult,” the report said.
As a result, the auditor’s
report and data provided to
the News Tribune showed,
advancing through treatment
at Moose Lake has proved extremely difficult for the vast

“It’s just necessary
to have some level
of order and
protocol. There are
rules everywhere in
life, and that’s an
important thing that
many of these
people struggle
with at early stages
of treatment.”

Steven
Housman, a
convicted
child
molester,
says he
won’t participate in
MSOP’s
treatment
programs;
he calls
them
“punitive
detention.”
Housman
tried to
escape the
facility last
year.

Dennis Benson, executive
director of the Minnesota Sex
Offender Program

majority of residents.
About 81 percent of the
clients at Moose Lake participate in treatment, but only
15 percent had advanced to
the second phase as of June
31, 2009, according to the
most recent data released by
MSOP.
The last time a transfer of
clients was made from Moose
Lake to St. Peter, which offers advanced phases of treatment, was October 2009,
according to the auditor’s report. Meanwhile, as the
client population at Moose
Lake has grown by 136 offenders since 2009, it has
dropped by 30 in St. Peter.
Only seven clients have
made it to the most advanced
phase at St. Peter, where residents live outside the barbed-

wire fences but are still monitored with ankle bracelets.
And only one client has been
recommended for release by a
Special Review Board. The
commissioner of the Human
Services Department, which
runs MSOP, has opposed his
release.
Clients stuck in Phase
One at Moose Lake are getting behavioral treatment
but not treatment related to
their sex offenses, according
to the auditor’s report.
However, Benson attributed the slow treatment progression at Moose Lake

mostly to the difficulty in
treating high-risk sex
offenders.
“The narcissism up here
is enormous. And it’s overwhelming, and the blame …
it’s somebody else’s fault,”
he said. “The arrogance of
these people and the lack of
remorse and guilt and
shame, and getting in touch
with the impact they had on
victims, in many cases is
nonexistent.”
NEED TO CONFESS,
BUT SOME WON’T
Indeed, part of the problem for residents like

Caprice is that to successfully complete sex offender
treatment, they have to acknowledge they’re sex offenders and fully admit to
their crimes.
In an interview with the
News Tribune, Caprice didn’t
seem willing to do that.
He was convicted of raping a woman at gunpoint in
1979 after helping remove
her car from a snow bank.
Caprice said of the crime:
“We went to a location, we
sat there and talked, and
that’s where it supposedly
turned into sexual assault.”
He served four years in
prison. After he got out in
1985, he said, he beat his exgirlfriend with a belt “and
had sex with her.”
But Caprice was actually
convicted of raping his exgirlfriend. After getting out
of jail for that crime, he went
over to the ex-girlfriend’s
mother’s house and raped
her as retaliation for convincing her daughter to go to
police.
Despite his reluctance to
fully acknowledge his
crimes, he said he knows he
has to admit he’s a sex offender to progress through
the program.
“That’s where my struggles come at,” he said. “I
know that. To sit here and
do otherwise now would be
going against everything
that’s instilled in you here.”
Since 2002, Caprice has
also been charged five separate times with indecent exposure while at MSOP, but each
of those cases was dismissed.
Other residents believe
they’re wrongly labeled as
sex offenders.
Steven Housman, for example, acknowledges that he
molested a 7-year-old girl in
1983 when he was 29, a crime
for which he spent 90 days in
jail. But he claims he agreed
to plead guilty in 1994 to
charges that he molested his
two children because he
wanted to avoid the possibility of several years in prison.
Largely because he refuses to acknowledge he was
guilty of those crimes, he was
committed to Moose Lake in
2009. The county that sought
his commitment also feared
that he was grooming another family to abuse, allegations Housman denies.
Housman said he would
enroll in MSOP’s treatment
if he felt it would help him.
“There is no treatment
here. It’s a punitive detention,” he said. “If there was
treatment, I would have
went through it. Because I
want out of here.”
Housman was among the
four who tried to escape last
year.
“It was a crime of necessity,” Housman said of the
escape. “I don’t believe I’m
ever going to get out. There
is no legal way of ever getting out.”

Key findings from the Legislative Auditor’s report
and the News Tribune’s investigation of MSOP
Among the major findings from the Legislative
Auditor’s report and the Duluth News Tribune’s investigation of the Minnesota Sex
Offender Program:

other option than to enter the offender into the MSOP program.

Standards can vary
on who is locked up.

It’s expensive to run.
[ Started in 1995, the program’s
cost has grown from $25 million in
2005 to an estimated $67 million in
2011. By comparison, the cost to
run the Moose Lake prison in 2010,
which has more than double the
population, was $25 million. Since
2005, about $370 million has been
spent on the sex offender program.
[ The average cost to house an
offender at MSOP is $120,000 a
year, about three times the cost of
prison incarceration.
[ Almost half of MSOP’s costs
— 45 percent — went to security
for the facility. Only 11 percent is
used on treatment.

Its population is growing
at a staggering rate.
[ The number of commitments
jumped from 149 in 2000 to 575 in
2010. That increase was mostly a
response to the murder of Dru

The Minnesota Sex Offender Program at Moose Lake started in 1995. The
number of people committed to the program jumped from 149 in 2000 to
575 in 2010, and the population is expected to double by 2020.
Sjodin by Alfonso Rodriguez. Before 2003, an average of 26 commitments were made a year. Since
2004, the average number of commitments per year is 157.
[ The population is expected to
double by 2020. If no changes are
made to the commitment process,
the facilities are expected to run
out of bed space by 2013. In 10 years,
there could be an estimated

[ Because the number of commitments per capita varies significantly by county, Minnesota is
committing some sex offenders
who probably have a lower risk of
reoffending than some sex offenders who are released.
[ Some offenders at MSOP have
not been convicted of a physical
sex crime, though it’s difficult to
track how many. Others were committed because of juvenile sex
crime offenses against other juveniles and have no adult records. A
total of 53 clients have been committed who have no adult convictions for criminal sexual conduct.

Once committed, you’re
unlikely to ever regain
your freedom.

1,216 committed offenders.
[ The current population of committed sex offenders in Minnesota
is the highest in the nation on a percapita basis, and the third-highest
total population in the country, be[ No one has ever been
hind California and Florida.
permanently discharged from
[ When faced with a sex ofMSOP. Eighteen have died while
fender with a high chance to reofcommitted.
fend who needs adequate
[ Unlike most other states, Minsupervision, judges often have no

nesota does not require MSOP to
file reports to the courts regarding
an offender’s progress and if they
should still be committed.
[ Progress reports given to
clients are not always clear about
what the client needs to advance in
treatment, even when the client is
meeting all his goals.

It’s a violent place to
receive treatment.
[ Moose Lake police responded
to more than 260 calls for service
to the facility from January 2010 to
March 2011, including 88 assaults
and 21 sexual assaults. In comparison, the same department responded to two at the Moose Lake
prison during the same time.

Its mission to
reintegrate sex offenders
to the community has not
been met.
[ Only one person has ever
been conditionally released. That
person violated terms of his release, was sent back to MSOP and
later died there.

duluthnewstribune.com

Duluth News Tribune | Sunday, June 26, 2011

Page A7

MINNESOTA SEX OFFENDER PROGRAM | TREATMENT WITHOUT PAROLE

How offenders
get committed
in Minnesota

!MSOP

Continued from Page A1
HUNDREDS COULD DIE THERE
Norton isn’t alone in saying that his sex offender
treatment at Moose Lake is
inadequate.
The Minnesota legislative
auditor’s office released a
100-plus page report in early
March criticizing MSOP’s
treatment for sex offenders
and its ballooning enrollment and costs.
After the audit report,
state lawmakers began writing bipartisan bills to reduce
costs by potentially releasing
some of the offenders —
mostly those who are elderly,
infirm or low-functioning
and have little chance of
being physically able to
make it through long-term
treatment.
Some younger MSOP
clients with only juvenile
crimes on their records
might also have been released to heavily supervised
halfway homes.
But those efforts stalled
and no bills passed.
If no one is released from
the facility, MSOP will run
out of room by 2013 and will
have to expand. In 2010, the
Legislature approved more
than $47 million in bonding
for an expansion.
Keeping the offenders in
MSOP for life is just fine
with some of their victims.
Diane Kunitz said her
husband, Duane, was never
the same again after his
daughter, Michelle, was
killed in 1986 by MSOP
client Paul Lindberg.
That same year a jury
found 21-year-old Lindberg
guilty of strangling Kunitz,
mutilating her genitals with
a lighter, spray-painting her
body green, wrapping her in
a rug and dumping her in a
parking lot.
After his release from
prison in 1996, Lindberg,
now 46, was committed to
MSOP and was still in the
first stages of treatment in
2010, according to court
records.
“I don’t believe people
like that can ever be rehabilitated,” Diane Kunitz said.
Her husband, she said, now
has multiple sclerosis and
has difficulty communicating. Before the onset of the
disease, she said, “he was
just a very bitter man.”
MSOP administrators
say they have begun to
make changes to the program aimed at seeing offenders successfully treated
and released.
“Regardless of what society says, these are not monsters in here,” said Dennis
Benson, executive director
of MSOP. “This is America.
We can’t just simply forget
about this crowd.”

Christopher Ivey refuses to take part in treatment at the Minnesota Sex Offender Program. “This place is run much as a prison.
Similar rules, similar uniforms that the staff wear,” he said. “The only difference is, in prison you have a release date.”
Bob King / rking@duluthnews.com
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fenders who were interviewed said their failure to
make it through the program is either because they
don’t need treatment or that
the treatment is set up for
them to fail, or because
being locked away indefinitely after they’ve already
served their prison sentence
is unfair.
“The crimes I committed
sent me to prison and that’s
why I did my time,” said
Christopher Ivey, another
Moose Lake client who tried
to escape. He pleaded guilty
to the offense in March.
Ivey, 39, of Scanlon, has a
long history of sex crimes.
When he was 18 in 1989, he
snuck into a woman’s bedroom in Leonberg, Germany, and sexually
assaulted and strangled her.
He was arrested in 1993 in
Carlton County on charges
of breaking into 12 homes in
Scanlon and Cloquet, where
he confessed to the murder
in Germany. He was sentenced to five years in
prison for one of the incidents in Carlton County:
sexual assault of a 14-yearold girl. After serving that
sentence, he was then extradited to Germany where he
was tried for the murder,
served time in prison, returned to the United States,
and was committed to MSOP
in 2004.
He refuses to take part in
treatment.
“Commitment is supposed to be for treatment,
but this is basically an extension of a prison sentence,”
Ivey said. “This place is run
much as a prison. Similar
‘I DID MY TIME’
rules, similar uniforms that
But even if legislation al- the staff wear. The only diflows the release of some sex ference is, in prison you
offenders, hundreds who
have a release date.”
have already served their
Indefinite confinement in
time in prison could remain a prison-like setting has
at MSOP for the rest of their raised questions about
lives.
whether the program vio“There is a group up there lates the U.S. Constitution’s
that should never be let out,” due process clause. State
said Margretta Dwyer, a for- and federal courts have
mer director of the Univerlargely upheld such confinesity of Minnesota’s sex
ment, as long as treatment is
offender program for
provided.
17 years who also has served
But according to the audias an adviser to MSOP
tor’s report, the average
clients. “But not everybody
amount of treatment that
up there is the same. …
MSOP residents receive —
There are a whole bunch
about six hours a week — is
who would be better served
less than the average
in an outpatient program
amount provided in prison.
who should be released.”
And the cost of keeping ofThe chances of that hapfenders in Moose Lake’s inpening are slim.
definite confinement is 3½
To get out, the offenders
times as high as the cost to
have to complete treatment. keep them in prison.
Scores of offenders either re“What do we do with
fuse treatment or say
them?” asked Terri Port
they’ve been stuck at the be- Wright, a Cloquet attorney
ginning phases for years. Of- who has a contract with the

the administration, staff,
everybody that’s involved
with how this facility runs, it
seems like they go out of
their way to make it nontherapeutic,” he said. “They
go out of their way to make it
seem hard or rough or a hostile environment. It’s a constant state of frustration and
belittlement. The staff are
constantly on people about
every little single thing,
that’s mostly trivial things,
but seeing it day in and day
out is just sickening.”
His complaints and others’ are backed up by the auditor’s report, which found
that increased security
measures implemented
since 2008 — when Benson,
formerly the head of the
state’s Department of Corrections, took over — “have
adversely affected the therapeutic environment.”
“In our interviews,” according to the report, “we
heard widespread agreement among clinicians,
clients, outside advocates,
experts and some MSOP administrators that the program has recently focused
on security to the detriment
of therapy.”
Benson argues the increased security is necessary to maintain public
safety. In March, the Department of Human Services
spent $700,000 on ankle
bracelets to monitor movement of the offenders inside
the facility.
“We’re not dealing with
your first-time sex offender,”
he said. “We’re dealing with
some very, very challenging
individuals.”
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FROM FLASHERS TO RAPISTS
Who are the people committed to MSOP in Moose
Lake? The Department of
Human Services considers
them patients in a treatment
facility and won’t release
their names.
But a News Tribune review of hundreds of MSOP
clients’ court and commitment records found that
some have been committed
for violent rapes, others for
molesting their own kids or
children known to them,
others for repeatedly exposing themselves. Some have
no adult criminal records
and were committed for offenses committed when they
were juveniles. They range
in age from 20 to 89. Some
use walkers and wheelchairs to get around.

“Should some of these
people be locked up?” asked
Port Wright. “Probably. But
we have people who are
flashers in the same category as people who are brutal stranger-stalker rapists.”
Norton appears to fall
somewhere in the middle.
Though he has never been
convicted of rape, his history as a sex offender began
at age 12 or 13, when he exposed himself to two young
girls he was babysitting, according to court records.
Since then, he has admitted to exposing himself to
14- and 15-year-old girls 30 to
50 times. He was convicted
in 1991 at age 21 of breaking
into a woman’s home, reaching under her blankets,
touching her leg and masturbating.
When he was 24 he broke
into a woman’s apartment,
undressed, climbed into the
woman’s bed and pressed
himself against her back.
That same year he broke
into another woman’s home
and was found nude at the
bottom of her staircase. In
1998, he was arrested for
peeping into a woman’s window and found with a videotape showing women in
their houses.
Norton told the News
Tribune he knows he’s a sex
offender and needs treatment to prevent reoffending.
But he said the therapy he
received in prison was better than the treatment he’s
received at MSOP, which is
why he said he has refused
to enroll in the facility’s
treatment program.
“The whole environment,
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state to represent MSOP
clients when they’re
charged with a crime while
inside the facility. “Do we
just keep paying millions
upon millions for the place
to keep it open, and let them
die in there?”
To executive director Benson, the answer — at least for
some clients — is yes.
“I don’t think anybody
will tell you that every one
of them can successfully
complete the program,” Benson said. “We have an obligation to do what we can to
provide the very best treatment. Like prison, like mental health facilities, there are
people who do spend most of
their life in those facilities
and ultimately do die
(there). That’s the reality of
the world we live in.”

(218) 384-3066

Find classes and support groups online by going to our
current SMDC Health System website at EssentiaHealth.org.

R001133041-0626

It’s up to each county to
recommend an offender be
committed to the Minnesota
Sex Offender Program. Before
an offender’s release from incarceration, a Department of
Corrections Board reviews
the offender’s records to determine if a commitment recommendation should be
made.
If a county seeks commitment, the case will go to trial
in front of a judge. Minnesota
is one of the few states in the
country that doesn’t have jury
trials for civil commitment.
A judge can indefinitely
commit a person for sex offender treatment if he or she
finds that the offender is a
“sexual psychopathic personality,” a “sexually dangerous
person” or both.
To be classified a sexual
psychopathic personality, the
person:
[ Has engaged in a habitual course of sexual misconduct.
[ Has an utter lack of
power to control their sexual
impulses.
[ As a result, is dangerous
to others.
A sexually dangerous person is someone who:
[ Has engaged in a course
of harmful sexual conduct that
creates a substantial likelihood of serious physical or
emotional harm to another.*
[ The person has a sexual, personality or mental disorder.
[ The person is likely to
engage in harmful sexual conduct in the future.
* Being classified as a
sexually dangerous person
means that person might not
have been convicted of committing a physical sex crime.
The News Tribune was only
able to identify one such person committed to MSOP.
That person, Dwane David
Peterson, 31, according to
records, sent numerous letters threatening sexually violent acts to another person.
He has been committed
since 2007. He was also
convicted of kidnapping an
elderly man in 2001.
BRANDON STAHL,
NEWS TRIBUNE
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City, historical
society aim for
winning window
solution

Should sex offenders
ever be released?

PETER PASSI

Tuesday PBS program
features Duluth’s
Tiffany windows

WDSE (Channel 12 on cable or
Channel 8 over the air).
The public is invited to watch the show
at a free open house starting at
6:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Great Hall
of the Depot, 506 W. Michigan St.

See Windows,
Page A5

Photo by Bob King / rking@duluthnews.com
BRANDON STAHL

sexual misconduct. But the reasons for
his commitment, and why he’s been
o better understand why so few civilly committed for nearly 25 years,
people have progressed in treat- go beyond those convictions.
Records show that by the time
ment through the Minnesota
Clements
was 24, in 1984, he had been
Sex Offender Program, the
hospitalized several times for severe
News Tribune interviewed
depression and self-destructive behavseven clients who have been commitior. He told the people treating him
ted to MSOP in Moose Lake.
that he heard voices talking to him in
All expressed scorn for the treatan accusing manner, and that he had
ment that MSOP provides and said
disturbing thoughts about molesting
they believe they should be released,
11- and 13-year-old girls. When he was
though they had little hope of that
admitted to a mental health center, he
ever happening. Here are three of
threatened to sexually assault female
their stories:
members of the staff.
He admitted to various treatment
providers that he began exposing himself at age 10, made obscene phone
Wayne Clements says he may be
calls at age 20 and supported himself
the only person committed to Moose
as a prostitute from ages 19 to 22. He
Lake for misdemeanor crimes: six
admitted to thinking about raping
charges of indecent exposure and one
women, following one potential victim
of frotteurism — rubbing against an
unsuspecting person for sexual gratifi- and hiding in women’s restrooms to
surprise others.
cation.
“He admits that he likes to mastur“I’ve never been charged with
criminal sexual misconduct,” he said. bate in front of women,” according to
a report from his 1988 commitment
“I’ve never had a felony sex offense.
record, “and doesn’t know any other
I’ve never been accused of one or arway to communicate his feelings to
rested of any.”
Technically, he’s right. In the 1980s, them except by exposing himself.”
when he was charged, his crimes didn’t
See Offenders, Page A4
fall under the definition of criminal
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Wayne Clements
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Weather

erations, enabling him to open the gym
to more young people who might not
otherwise be able to afford to pay dues.
A local boxing gym will move into
some new digs, if the Duluth City Coun- It also would free up more money in his
cil approves a proposal that’s up for con- budget to pay travel and lodging expenses associated with boxing competisideration tonight.
tions.
If enacted, the council resolution
While the gym would pay no rent
would provide a new home for Jungle
Boy Boxing Gym inside the Observation under the proposed three-year agreeCommunity Recreation Center at 914 W. ment, it would be expected to keep its
program running year-round and
Third St.
“It would be huge for us, because we pledge to keep up the facility.
City Councilor Todd Fedora said Duwould be getting a city-sponsored buildluth’s youth hockey programs have
ing, and it would be a rent-free situademonstrated the value of sweat equity
tion,” said Zach “Jungle Boy” Walters,
arrangements, such as the one now
the namesake and director of the local
being proposed with Walters.
nonprofit gym.
“I don’t think we should look at rec
Walters, a recently retired professional boxer, said bills for rent and utili- centers purely in terms of economics. I
think that most of the benefits they proties currently consume most of the
gym’s revenues. He said the new venue vide are intangible,” he said.
will reduce financial pressure on his opSee Boxing, Page A5

ppassi@duluthnews.com

Zach “Jungle Boy” Walters, shown
here wrapping his wrists before a
workout at Horton’s Gym in February
2009, hopes to move his gym to a cityowned community center. 2009 file /
News Tribune

NYC pride parade celebrates
passage of gay marriage
Associated Press

Tomorrow: Clear
to partly cloudy
High: 74 Low: 50

Wayne Clements (shown above),
a client at the Minnesota Sex Offender
Program in Moose Lake

PETER PASSI

VERENA DOBNIK

Today: Rain, with
storms possible
High: 72 Low: 48

“I believe that I needed
to be punished for what I
did, but the punishment
should suit the crime.
And I believe the state of
Minnesota took 20 years
of my life that they didn’t
have coming. If they
would have incarcerated
me for five years, I would
consider that to be
justice. But seeing as I
never raped anybody,
never molested any
children, never attempted
to rape nobody, never
attempted to molest
children, they took too
many years of my life.”

Jungle Boy Boxing Gym sets
sights on community center

Buble at Amsoil

Crooner Michael Buble charmed the crowd at Amsoil
Arena on Saturday evening during a stop of his Crazy
Love Tour in Duluth. Read the review on Page A5.
Clint Austin / caustin@duluthnews.com

75¢
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A resolution to be considered by the Duluth City
Council tonight could guard against any repeat effort to
sell a pair of historic stained-glass windows, at least in
the near future.
If passed, it would authorize the city to sign a 15-year
loan agreement with the St. Louis County Historical Society, ensuring that the windows remain on local public
display at the Depot through December 2026.
A few years
ago, the city
contemplated
selling the windows at auction to help
deal with a
budget shortfall. The possible sale of the
windows
touched off a
heated public
debate, with
city officials ultimately deciding to keep the
windows.
Some have estimated the pair
of windows
could fetch
between
$1 million and
$3 million at
The two Tiffany windows owned by the public auction.
Duluth City
city of Duluth — including the one
Councilor Jeff
showing the Indian maiden Minnehaha
shown here — would be kept on public Anderson isn’t
sure the prodisplay for 15 years under a proposal
posed resolubeing considered by the Duluth City
tion goes far
Council tonight. 2005 file / News Tribune enough to protect the windows.
“Who’s to
know what the
city council or
mayor will do
15 years from
now?” he said.
Duluth’s famous windows helped solve
“It’s kicking
a mystery featured in this week’s
the can down
episode of “History Detectives” on PBS.
the road. It
doesn’t solve
The mystery is whether a painting
the issue.”
in Montana by Tiffany designer Anne
Anderson
Weston ever became a Tiffany window.
said
he would
The show consults Tiffany experts
prefer the city
around the country and finally lands in
simply make
Duluth, where Weston lived and worked
an outright gift
around the turn of the 20th century.
of the windows
“History Detectives” airs in Duluth at
to the histori7 p.m. and midnight Tuesday on
cal society.

More than 90,000 readers every weekday

NEW YORK — The floats
were there, the music and
dancing, too — all the usual
staples of one of the world’s
oldest and largest gay pride
parades. But this year, something new joined the spectacle
on the streets of New York
City: proposals and wedding
plans.
New York’s parade turned
into a carnival-like celebration of same-sex marriage

Sunday as hundreds of thousands of revelers rejoiced at
the state’s new law giving gay
couples the same marital
rights as everyone else.
“We’ve been waiting to get
married in Central Park for
years, and now we got here
just in time for history to be
made,” said Bryce Croft of
Kettering, Ohio, who attended
the festivities with her partner, Stephanie Croft.

Paola Perez (left) and her partner, Linda Collazo, march
Sunday in the annual Gay Pride parade in Greenwich Village in New York. One of the world’s oldest and largest gay
pride parades became a victory celebration Sunday after
New York’s historic decision to legalize same-sex marriage. The law signed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo on Friday
See Marriage, Page A5 takes effect in 30 days. Mark Lennihan / Associated Press
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The Minnesota Sex Offender Program at Moose Lake is
called a treatment center for high-risk offenders. But since
it opened in the early 1990s, the program has never released a client. Does MSOP offer treatment or punishment?
A four-part Duluth News Tribune series starting today,
using extensive research and interviews with officials,
experts and sex offenders, tries to answer that question.

The state of Minnesota spent an average of
$120,000 in 2010 to house, feed and treat
sex offenders through MSOP, nearly 3½
times as much as it spends for state prison
inmates. The legislative auditor’s office, experts and sex offenders offer a harsh critique
of the program.

Three sex offenders committed to
MSOP in Moose
Lake explain why
they don’t believe
they’ll ever be
released.

Confining sex offenders without genuine treatment has
been found to be unconstitutional in Washington state.
And many former MSOP employees say that’s what’s
happening in Minnesota.

A small minority of sex offenders have made it to the
final phases of treatment in
St. Peter, where they live in
more homelike settings.
Some argue not even they
should be released.

View video interviews with sex
offenders committed to Moose
Lake and St.
Peter at duluth
newstribune.com

!Offenders

Continued from Page A1
In 1986, he masturbated
in front of his female neighbor. In 1987, he exposed himself to a woman at a park.
That year he was sentenced
to a workhouse, where he
exposed himself to a female
guard.
After he was released
from the workhouse, in October 1987, dressed in only
shoes and socks, he approached a woman in a
parking ramp, masturbating, and asking her to help
him. Later that month, he
followed three girls for several blocks while exposing
himself and masturbating.
Hennepin County petitioned the courts to civilly
commit Clements on the
grounds that he had a psychopathic personality and
his “bad sexual behavior is
escalating and with it the
risk for serious sexual assault to a completely innocent victim.”
The court relied on the
testimony of four sex offender experts to decide
whether he should be committed. Three of them said
they did not believe
Clements fit the statutory
definition of a psychopathic
personality. The one who
did, Dr. Roger C. Sweet, according to court records, acknowledged at the time he
had “no specific training in
the area of violent sexual offenders” and “no prior experience treating persons with
psychopathic personalities.”
The court approved
Clements’ commitment in
1988. When Moose Lake’s
sex offender treatment center opened in 1996, he was
transferred there.
Fifteen years later,
Clements is still in the first
stages of treatment and said
unless the Legislature intervenes, he has no hope of
ever being released.
Part of what’s held him
back are the numerous
crimes he’s been convicted
of while at the facility, including four separate counts
of terroristic threats and one
count of second-degree assault for fighting a security
counselor. For that, he
served his first prison sentence.
He has assaulted security
counselors five other times.
In the last year, records
show, Clements has been involved in numerous confrontations with MSOP
security counselors.
Clements blamed the behavior on schizophrenia and
anger at how he has been
treated at Moose Lake.
“I believe that I needed to
be punished for what I did,
but the punishment should
suit the crime. And I believe
the state of Minnesota took
20 years of my life that they
didn’t have coming,”
Clements said. “If they
would have incarcerated me
for five years, I would consider that to be justice. But
seeing as I never raped anybody, never molested any
children, never attempted to
rape nobody, never attempted to molest children,
they took too many years of
my life.”
Clements’ attorney, Terri
Port Wright of Cloquet, said
her client’s behavior should
be viewed in the context of
the setting at Moose Lake.
“We have to be smart
enough to look at the circumstances,” she said. “Yes,
he sucker-punched a guard.
But what caused that scenario to happen? Is that scenario going to be present in
the outside world? If he did
it because he has problems
controlling his anger, well
then, give him anger management (therapy).”
Treatment or not,
Clements said he should be
released because he has
proven he won’t reoffend
sexually.

“I can sexually act out
every day here,” said
Clements. Records show
that he last exposed himself
at Moose Lake in 2003.
“My main acting out was
indecent exposure,” he said.
“Every day I have female security counselors look in my
room. Every day. And if I
want to expose myself, I
could do it right then. And
I’d get in less trouble here
than I would in the streets,
but I don’t do it because I no
longer live with the desire,
thank God.”
Ironically, Sweet, the
man who helped commit
Clements, also says
Clements should be released.
“I don’t think it’s fair and
reasonable to keep someone
there that long,” he said.
Sweet said about eight to
10 years ago he worked to
try to get Clements out of
MSOP by trying to get him
classified as mentally ill and
dangerous rather than as a
dangerous sex offender. He
was unsuccessful.
He said he now regrets
the recommendation to commit Clements.
“But who knew in 1989
that we would have this expensive sex offender program where nobody would
ever get out?” he said.

Michael Mrozek
Before Michael Mrozek
was committed to Moose
Lake last year, he said he
had no idea the facility existed, let alone that no one
had ever been discharged
from treatment.
“I don’t think I’ll ever be
released,” he said. “I try to
keep hope that I’ll walk out
of here. There’s one perk
that the prisoners across the
street get and we don’t, and
that’s an out date.”
As a juvenile in foster
homes, Mrozek, 25, molested
eight children ranging in
ages from 2 to 7, according to
records, most of those in his
foster families.
Like many clients at
Moose Lake, Mrozek didn’t
have a stable family growing
up in the Crow Wing County
area. His mother was
deemed unfit to care for
him.
And like many clients at
Moose Lake, he was sexually
and physically abused as a
child. When he was 7 he was
molested by a female family
member, according to court
records. When he was 16 and
in foster care, his foster parents beat him with a wooden
paddle until it broke, kicked
him in the face and pulled
on his ears until he bled
after they found he had molested one of his sisters. His

The Minnesota Sex Offender Program at Moose Lake started in 1995. The number of people committed to the program jumped
from 149 in 2000 to 575 in 2010, and the population is expected to double by 2020. Photos by Bob King / rking@duluthnews.com
foster mother would regularly pour dish soap or vinegar into his mouth, causing
him to vomit.
Though Mrozek said he
“successfully” completed
treatment as an adult, he
later masturbated in front of
two children, and “got another one to masturbate
himself.”
In 2007, at age 21, he was
caught looking at child
pornography at the Central
Lakes College library. He
was put on probation and
placed in outpatient sex offender treatment. But he
missed too many group sessions, a violation of his probation, and was put in
prison. Then Crow Wing
County petitioned to have
him committed to Moose
Lake, where he has been
since August 2010.
Last December, Mrozek
was raped and beaten in his
cell by his roommate, Brian
Sorenson.
Moose Lake Police Chief
Bryce Bogenholm called the
attack one of the most violent incidents he’s encountered at the facility.
Sorenson was sentenced to
more than 17 years in
prison.
Mrozek said he had told
counselors that he felt uncomfortable sharing the
room with Sorenson, but
those concerns were ignored.
“They didn’t do anything,” he said. “They just
left me in there.”
Mrozek’s allegations are
similar to those of Philip

Goldhammer, 35, who was
raped in the facility in May
2009 by his then-roommate,
William Cardwell. In a lawsuit he filed against MSOP
in April, Goldhammer
claims that he asked clinical
staff to be moved to another
room because he was afraid
of Cardwell, but that request
was refused, despite Cardwell telling staff that he was
having sexual fantasies
about Goldhammer.
The Minnesota Ombudsman investigated the case
and found that, despite
seven staff members being
told that Goldhammer was
in potential danger, there
was no record they did anything to protect him, according to a report.
“Staff’s failure to act,”
according to the report,
“enabled (Cardwell) to
accomplish his assault.”
Cardwell, who according
to the lawsuit is about twice
the size of Goldhammer, was
sentenced to 9½ years in
prison for the rape.
Goldhammer settled the
lawsuit with the state for
$130,000, according to the
Star Tribune.
For Mrozek, considering
what he’s done to children,
why should anyone feel sympathy for what’s happened
to him in Moose Lake?
“No one deserves to be
raped,” he said. “And I feel
really bad for what I did to
my victims. There’s not a
day that goes by that I wish I
could … go back in time and
stop that from happening so
they wouldn’t have to suffer.”
But if he had never committed those offenses, he
said, “there wouldn’t be people I’ve met who have been
positive influences on my
life.”
If he is ever released, how
can people believe he wouldn’t reoffend?
“I can’t imagine what
they’ve had to go through,”
he said of his victims. “I
honestly can’t. I don’t want
to hurt anybody anymore.
It’s not who I am.
“Who I was 10, 12 years
ago is not who I am today,”
he said.

committed in 1996 to MSOP
in Moose Lake.
Nelson said he’s been as
high as Phase Three of the
four-phase treatment program before dropping back
down. Other than a few tools
“that have been helpful,” he
said, the treatment is “pretty
useless.”
“The main reason for
that is I’ve been here for
nearly 15 years, and I’m still
in Phase One of the program,” he said. “It appears
their real motivation is to
keep us here as long as possible.”
Still, the 47-year-old said
he no longer has fantasies
about molesting children
and believes he should be released.
“In five to 10 years I
would love to be out on the
streets operating my own
business and taking care of
whatever family I have left,”
Jeffrey Nelson said at one he said.
How can the public be
point in his life he “made a
sure he won’t reoffend?
career” out of “fantasizing
“I don’t know how to anabout molesting children.”
swer that,” he said. “I’ve
“Which, unfortunately,
leads to molesting children,” been saying that for 20
years, that I deserved anhe said.
From age 12 to 27, he esti- other chance.”
mates that he molested 36
Nelson won’t be released
children, until he was
anytime soon and is now
caught in 1991 attempting to back in prison. He recently
break into a home, where he pleaded guilty to fourth-deplanned to kidnap a boy and gree assault for spitting on a
molest him.
MSOP security counselor in
He was incarcerated that a case that his attorney,
Terri Port Wright, said
year and, after his release
shows what’s wrong with
from prison, was civilly

Jeffrey Nelson

“Who I was 10, 12 years ago is not who I am today,” said
Michael Mrozek, who was committed to Moose Lake last year.

Know your
boats
Shipping traffic daily in the
News Tribune.
Send your photos to
copydesk@duluthnews.com

Jeffrey Nelson, a client at Moose Lake, said, “I’ve been here
for nearly 15 years, and I’m still in Phase One of the program.
It appears their real motivation is to keep us here as long as
possible.”
the MSOP system.
According to records,
Nelson was in his room
when he flipped off a security counselor who walked
by. The counselor saw it
and, following MSOP policy,
Nelson was transferred to a
higher-security area. That
required searching Nelson
and taking off his socks. Nelson, who has been mostly
confined to a wheelchair for
three years by diabetes and
a deformity developed in his
legs, said that would have
been agonizingly painful.
When one of the staff bent
down to take his socks off,
he spit at him.
“It’s questionable
whether or not the spit actually hit (the staff member),
but it’s clear from the video
he did spit at him,” Port
Wright said. “He felt like
spitting was a last resort to
stop the interaction.”
The spit is what led to the
assault charge.
Nelson said his temper
got the better of him.
“I got rather mad, and
when I get mad, unfortunately, my mouth tends to
run before I think about
what I’m saying,” he said,
“and I get a little verbally
abusive.”
Nelson will serve a year
in prison before he goes
back to Moose Lake, where
he’ll start his treatment over
from the beginning.
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Is it legal?

A legislative audit found 103 violations at the Minnesota Sex Offender Program facility in Moose Lake since 2003. Among the infractions were the smuggling of contraband, mistreatment of clients and sex between clients and staff.
Bob King / rking@duluthnews.com

Critics say mistreatment and an overriding,
unspoken directive to keep clients locked away
make the state program unconstitutional

T

bstahl@duluthnews.com

o many former employees at the Minnesota Sex Offender
Program in Moose
Lake, the unspoken
reason that no client has
ever been released is that’s
the way state leaders and
program administrators
want it.
“They felt (the clients)

couldn’t be cured,” said
Nicci Trierweiler, a former
security counselor at the facility and one of a dozen former employees who made
similar comments to the
News Tribune. “Most of the
men that are in there will
tell you, if you ask them,
that they don’t think they’re
going to get out of there.
They will tell you that it’s a
life sentence and they’ll be

up sex offenders deemed to
be sexually psychopathic,
sexually dangerous or both,
the stated purpose of MSOP
isn’t to incarcerate but to rehabilitate.
Nearly all the resident offenders have served their
prison or juvenile sentences
and are committed for treatment at the facility for potential reintegration into the
community. The sex offenders aren’t called inmates but
patients or clients.
State and federal courts
have held that the program

CHRISTA LAWLER

view on Monday. She is
in reality-show lockdown
until after the winners
hen Bayfront Blues Festival orare announced, manager
ganizers selected a singerMiki Mulvehill van Tyn
said.
songwriter from Washington to
Van Tyn said Marheadline on the event’s final
tinez’s appearance has
night, they knew she was about to appear
had a noticeable effect on
on an NBC reality competition.
iTunes sales of her albums. The singer apBut they had no idea Vicci Martinez
would advance to the finals of “The Voice” peared on “The Today
Show” Monday and was
and that judge Adam Levine of Maroon 5
featured in Billboard
would call her a “such a little dynamo”
magazine. Ellen Degeneres included a clip of
after her semifinal performance.
Martinez during a spoof
of the program on her
Martinez advances to She has an incredible
talk show.
the finals of the first sea- voice and is a great per“People seem to really
former, so she fits in.”
son of the talent discovMartinez, 26, has
like her,” van Tyn said.
ery show at 8 p.m. today.
shared a bill with Sting,
“Her honestly and her
The winner will be anAnnie Lennox, Jonny
genuineness have come
nounced on a program
Lang and BB King. She is across. That’s why peothat starts at 7 p.m.
represented by the Twin ple like her. She is who
Wednesday. Then, reCities management com- she is. She doesn’t have a
gardless of the outcome,
pany Heart & Soul,
big head; she isn’t a
she has the final slot of
whose artists frequently diva.”
bluesfest, playing the
play bluesfest. Martinez
“The Voice” is based
main stage at 5:45 p.m.
was on “Star Search” in
on
a televised vocal comAug. 14.
the early 2000s and won
petition out of Holland. It
“We had no inkling
the regional tryout for
is hosted by Carson Daly
how far she would go,”
the first season of
bluesfest organizer Chris “American Idol,” but de- and includes four musicians who serve as
Mackey said. “It was a
cided not to go further
coaches to the contestbit of a risk on our part.
with the competition.
ants, including Christina
She lives in the NorthMartinez was not
Aguilera, Cee Lo Green,
west, so she’s not wellavailable for an interSee Voice, Page A4
known in this region.
clawler@duluthnews.com
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The $296 million Red
Plan has grown to a $311
million Red Plan following
Monday action by the Duluth School Board.
Outgoing Superintendent Keith Dixon brought
a recommendation to the
board to add about $15 million, or 5 percent, to the
original plan. Many of the
schools are over budget,
some by more than $2 million, and about $9 million
more combined is needed
to make Congdon Park
and Grant elementary
schools equal in quality to
the rest of the newly built
or renovated schools.
Several factors led to
the need for more money,
Dixon said, including increased construction and
unforeseen costs and community requests that were
heeded because they
added value to schools.
The size of some schools,
for example, has increased
from 75,000 square feet to

around 90,000 square feet
because of more space for
programs such as special
education and early childhood education.
While Dixon would
have liked to ask for the
money in late fall when
the community has seen
the five newest schools, he
said, he wanted to take responsibility for the project
that came to fruition
under his tenure.
“I wanted to do it before
I left,” he said. “The longrange facilities plan was
an important piece on my
watch.”
Dixon also presented
two groups of additional
expenses not in the Red
Plan, which he said community members had
asked for or had been cut
from the plan to pay for
other things along the
way. Those options combined came to almost
$19 million.

See Schools, Page A3

See Treatment, Page A3

Bluesfest headliner gains
fame on TV talent show

Vicci Martinez, the headline performer at
Bluesfest, is a finalist on the TV talent
show “The Voice.”
Courtesy of Vicci Martinez

Red Plan cost
jumps another
$15 million

Former Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich greets supporters as
he arrives home in Chicago on Monday after a jury convicted him of 17 of the 20 charges against him, including
all 11 charges related to his attempt to sell or trade President Obama’s vacated Senate seat.
Paul Beaty / Associated Press

Blagojevich guilty on
17 counts at retrial
KAREN HAWKINS

governor convicted of corruption. His predecessor,
George Ryan, is now servCHICAGO — Rod
Blagojevich, who won two ing 6½ years in federal
terms as Illinois governor prison.
When sentenced later
before scandal made him a
this year, Blagojevich is
national punch line, was
virtually certain to get a
convicted Monday of a
significant prison term
wide range of corruption
that experts said could be
charges, including trying
10 to 15 years.
to sell President Obama’s
After hearing the verSenate seat.
dict, Blagojevich turned to
The verdict, coming
defense attorney Sheldon
after his first trial ended
Sorosky and asked “What
last year with the jury
happened?” His wife,
deadlocked on most
Patti, slumped against her
charges, was a bitter debrother, then rushed into
feat for Blagojevich, who
spent 2½ years professing her husband’s arms.
Before the decision was
his innocence on reality
TV shows and later on the read, the couple looked
witness stand. His defense flushed, and the former
team insisted that hours of governor blew his wife a
kiss across the courtroom,
FBI wiretap recordings
were just the ramblings of then stood expressionless,
with his hands clasped
a politician who liked to
tightly.
think out loud.
Blagojevich becomes
the second straight Illinois
See Blagojevich, Page A4
Associated Press

Duluth Huskies vs Alexandria Beetles
For Tickets Call 786-9909 • www.duluthhuskies.com

Armed Forces Night Thursday - 6/30 - 7:05pm
THIRSTY THURSDAY
Wednesday - 6/29 - 7:05pm
Sponsored by
Area Credit Unions and

1/2 Priced
Domestic Beer

Friday - 7/1 - 7:05pm

Life Span Closet

Giveaway

R001135410-0628

BRANDON STAHL

going out feet-first.”
“It’s a waste of taxpayer
dollars,” said another former security counselor, Jeremy Jatkola. “I don’t think
the patients there are getting the treatment they
should be doing.”
“The overriding directive
is not to progress patients,”
he added.
MSOP senior administrators deny those claims. But
if the allegations are true,
it’s a problem.
While supporters of
MSOP argue that public
safety is served by locking

75¢

duluthnewstribune.com

Duluth News Tribune | Tuesday, June 28, 2011

Page A3

About this series

Sunday

Monday

Today

Wednesday

Online

The Minnesota Sex Offender Program at Moose Lake is
called a treatment center for high-risk offenders. But since
it opened in the early 1990s, the program has never released a client. Does MSOP offer treatment or punishment?
A four-part Duluth News Tribune series starting today,
using extensive research and interviews with officials,
experts and sex offenders, tries to answer that question.

The state of Minnesota spent an average of
$120,000 in 2010 to house, feed and treat
sex offenders through MSOP, nearly 3½
times as much as it spends for state prison
inmates. The legislative auditor’s office, experts and sex offenders offer a harsh critique
of the program.

Three sex offenders committed to
MSOP in Moose
Lake explain why
they don’t believe
they’ll ever be
released.

Confining sex offenders without genuine treatment has
been found to be unconstitutional in Washington state.
And many former MSOP employees say that’s what’s
happening in Minnesota.

A small minority of sex offenders have made it to the
final phases of treatment in
St. Peter, where they live in
more homelike settings.
Some argue not even they
should be released.

View video interviews with sex
offenders committed to Moose
Lake and St.
Peter at duluth
newstribune.com

is legal only if adequate
treatment is provided. If not,
the program could be found
unconstitutional, which is
what happened in the state
of Washington in 2000. A federal court judge ordered the
state to revise its program
after finding it provided a
punitive treatment environment and inadequate treatment, staffing and staff
training.
A review by both the legislative auditor and the Duluth News Tribune has
found many similar problems at MSOP: The treatment environment is violent
and punitive toward offenders. Treatment averages six
hours a week, and the program has had trouble hiring
and keeping qualified staff.
Some clinicians and therapists don’t have the educational backgrounds
necessary to treat sex offenders.
And, among both current
and former employees, there
is a history of infighting and
troubling behavior.
Those problems, along
with the fact that no one
ever has been permanently
released from the program
since it began in 1994, raises
questions about whether
MSOP is constitutional, said
Eric Janus, dean of the
William Mitchell College of
Law in St. Paul.
When the program was
created by the state Legislature and approved by the
courts, Janus said, it was
done with the understanding that offenders would
eventually be treated and released.
“A legitimate program,
among other things, releases
people when they no longer
need civil commitment,
when they’re no longer dangerous enough to justify
being locked up in a secure
facility,” Janus said. “We
know the program has not
provided for that kind of a
system.
“You have a picture, in
my view, of an unconstitutional program,” he said.
EMPLOYEE BECAME PREGNANT
AFTER SEX WITH CLIENT
Since 2003, 67 of 530 staff
members currently employed at Moose Lake —
from security counselors to
nurses to food services
workers — have been disciplined for 103 separate violations, records show.
Another 44 employees no
longer at MSOP were disciplined for 71 violations.
Among those violations:
bringing in contraband such
as drugs, pornography and
cell phones to sell to patients; abusing residents;

nario. He hopes the plan can
be finished without using it
all.
Expenses included in the
defeated first option, which
came to $8.5 million, include
terrazzo floors at the new
Lincoln Park Middle School,
improvements to Public
Schools Stadium at Denfeld
and added stadium seats and

turf at the East field. The
second option, at a cost of
about $9.5 million, included
a new transportation building and major improvements to Historic Old
Central High School. Both
had been trimmed from the
plan last year. The board
will probably revisit adding
those expenses in the future.

Outdoors with
Sam Cook
Click on “Blogs” at

duluthnewstribune.com
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“If the city of Duluth
knew what we were doing
here, they would be rioting,”
Continued from Page A1
he said.
Wasson said that while
The board voted 5-2 to apshe’s been told by many
prove $15.5 million, with
community members about
members Gary Glass and
Art Johnston voting no, and the need for some of the
things listed outside of the
then voted 4-3 to defeat the
original plan, she couldn’t
additional options, with
vote for them Monday, notmembers Ann Wasson,
ing board discontent.
Johnston, Glass and Tom
“At this point I don’t feel
Kasper opposing the measin my heart of hearts I can
ure.
Approving the additional move forward … until we
options would have required can cool down and better
heads can prevail and we
extending the 20-year loan
period out at least two more have some thoughtful conversations with our neighyears.
bors,” she said.
“I’m pleased that the
Because of financing flexboard supported what we
needed to do to finish Grant ibility, the tax impact will
and Congdon,” Kasper said. not be more than what was
originally planned, which is
“We had made a promise to
the community to bring our $9.22 a month for a $125,000
home plus an increase of $3
schools to a certain standard. By supporting a small per month every year for 20
percentage over the plan it’s years, which began in 2008.
important to give those kids The district was conservative when it set up the forthe same opportunities as
mula, allowing for room to
kids in the other communigrow, Dixon said.
ties.”
About 90 percent of the
He said the rejected op$296 million Red Plan has
tions contained important
been spent or is under conexpenses, “but I don’t think
tract. Major cost increases to
now is the time to be doing
the plan include upgraded
that,” he said.
community and program
The nearly five-hour
meeting was tense and often spaces, $3 million in upgrades to food service, exangry. Johnston, who decried not knowing about the tended construction
timelines at a total of 58
details of the meeting in admore work weeks than
vance, called the proposal
planned, asbestos abate“appalling” and introduced
ment, design changes and
several amendments to put
off voting until incoming su- legal fees.
Although $15 million was
perintendent I.V. Foster is
in place or to put the propos- approved, Dixon said, that
amount is a worst-case sceals to a referendum.
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September 2008, he said he
saw many of the same problems at MSOP described by
the auditor’s office and the
While officials at
Minnesota Sex Offender Program, Moose Lake
News Tribune.
both the prison
Total
Prescott had served as
and treatment
Incident description
investigated
the treatment assessment dicenter in Moose
Assault
88
rector for Wisconsin’s sex ofLake can
Criminal sexual conduct
21
fender commitment
investigate crimes
Threats
15
program, which has successreported in their
Property damage
11
fully reintegrated offenders
facilities, filing
Theft
6
back into the community.
criminal charges
Disturbance
6
Minnesota’s program, he
requires involveIndecent exposure
5
said, was “in extremely deep
Total
152
ment of the city’s
David Prescott, former clinical
trouble.”
Police Departdirector at Minnesota Sex
Less than two years later,
ment. From 2007 Minnesota Department of Corrections facility, Moose Lake Offender Program Moose Lake
Prescott
left. He said other
to March 2011,
facility
senior-level administrators
the Moose Lake
Total
believed in the mission to rePolice Department
Incident description
investigated
who’s not trained in that, it’s habilitate sex offenders, but
was far more
unethical and can harm
Assaults
2
at the same time, the mesactive in charging
your marriage even more,”
Theft
1
sage from then-Gov. Tim
out crimes at
she said.
Property damage
1
Pawlenty’s office was: “NoMSOP than at the
Drug possession
1
Clients and employees
body gets out on my watch.”
prison.
Total
5
who were interviewed told
It’s almost impossible for
the News Tribune that sensex offenders to be successior-level turnover — three
fully treated, Prescott said, if
SOURCES: Minnesota Department of Human Services, Department of Corrections, office of the legislative auditor
NEWS TRIBUNE GRAPHICS executive directors and four
a program is repeatedly
clinical directors in the past
changed, has a violent enviseven years — resulted in ofronment, is rife with interproviding poor medical care that conditions at the facilsaid she believes the system
fenders having to restart
nal fighting and has staff
is set up to prevent clients
and having sex with clients. ity were inhumane.
treatment from the beginfrom advancing in treatthat neglects or wrongly
One former security coun“When you’re civilly
ning stages.
ment.
selor got pregnant by a
committed, the purpose
punishes patients.
A spokeswoman for the
“How we’re treating
client, records show.
shouldn’t be punishment but
“I had zero confidence
Department of Human Servthem now,” she said,
“There is so much sex in should be treatment,” Wilthat the various systems in
ices, Bonnie Martin, said
“they’re set up to commit
that building that it’s not
helm said. “I told the jury
that while it’s true the treat- place in Minnesota were
crimes.”
even funny,” said Trierthat if we don’t stop MSOP
truly working together to
ment programs have
weiler, adding the sex was
now, they’ll just keep doing
build safer communities and
MORE PROBLEMS
changed, the changes
also between staff members this.”
create healthier lives,” he
‘DEALING WITH STAFF’
haven’t held patients back.
while at the facility. “Staff
Many former employees
High employee turnover
“Client progress is deter- said.
knew just where to go where interviewed by the News
If no offenders are reat Moose Lake, from the admined by the personal
there were no cameras.”
Tribune said contempt and
leased, the environment at
ministration down to frontchanges that they have
Records also show that
disdain among the workers
any sex offender program is
line workers, has caused
made, regardless of the
clients were mistreated by
toward patients like Holly
only to going to get worse,
problems with providing
treatment design,” Martin
staff, and in one case one of
was common.
Prescott said.
clients adequate treatment,
said.
the facility’s most violent of“You had people in direct and has possibly led to staff
“If you don’t have a reWhile the auditor’s office
fenders was given substancontact with these guys
lease date, you lose hope,”
being promoted to highgave several reasons for
tial financial compensation
treating them like criminals, paying positions of providsaid Prescott, who now prohigh employee turnover,
because of it.
who didn’t treat them like
ing therapy to clients deranging from burnout to low vides oversight and consulIn 2010, a federal jury
human beings,” said Jean
spite a lack of education in
salaries to MSOP’s poor rep- tation to adolescent group
awarded more than $400,000 Holman, a former security
the field, records show.
homes across northern New
utation, former employees
to MSOP client Elliott Holly counselor. “There were
A News Tribune review
contacted by the News Trib- England. “They tell themafter he sued the program
some employees who were
found that three of Moose
selves they’ll never get out.
une gave another reason:
for violating his rights by
very compassionate and
Lake’s therapists had only
the fierce internal politics of They then believe they’ll
keeping him in protective
some who didn’t give a
high school diplomas, while the facility and back-biting
never get out, and then they
isolation — similar to solidamn.”
one had an associate’s debehave as if they’ll never get
among fellow employees.
tary confinement —
When clients were
gree. Their average salaries
out.”
“It was much more diffi23½ hours a day for almost
treated poorly, said George
are almost $57,000 a year.
cult to deal with other emUltimately, said MSOP
two months in 2004.
Klaskin, another former seThe state auditor found that ployees than it was with
executive director Dennis
Holly has been commitcurity counselor, they acted the current administration
clients,” said Klaskin.
Benson, offenders should be
ted to MSOP since 1991 after poorly in return.
“inherited some clinical
Many former MSOP
released from the program.
serving eight years in prison
“It’s a self-fulfilling
staff” even though they
workers said that if they
Since the audit report, his
for committing four violent
prophecy,” he said. “You get lacked a background in therquestioned how clients were administration has taken
rapes in the 1980s, including what you give.”
apy. Some clinicians were
being treated, they’d be tarmore steps to encourage
robbing a woman in her car
That may help to explain former security staff with
geted for retribution by
movement toward successand threatening to kill her
why MSOP is such a violent backgrounds in criminal
other staff or administraful program completion, he
7-month-old child. He then
place, as the number of asjustice, according to the retion. Klaskin said he was
said.
raped her six times, includsaults of other residents and port.
fired after he was accused of
As his strongest eviing as she held her crying in- staff members at the facility
“They’ve always had
sending private client data
dence,
Benson points to the
fant, according to records.
is far higher than at the
problems with having peovia his state e-mail account. number of offenders in the
Since his commitment,
prison in Moose Lake only a ple that aren’t well-trained
He claims that never haphighest level of the program
he has been charged at least few hundred yards away,
there,” said Margretta
pened.
— a less-restrictive, homehalf a dozen times for asthe News Tribune has
Dwyer, a psychologist and a
Trierweiler was fired for like setting in St. Peter that
saults against staff members found.
certified sex therapist who
what was deemed harassis one step short of release.
and other clients, among the
From January 2007 to
was the director of the sex
ment and inappropriate
In January 2009, only one ofhighest of any offender in
March 2011, Moose Lake po- offender treatment program
communications with anfender was in that program.
the facility.
lice responded to 88 reported at the University of Minother co-worker, allegations Now there are seven.
A year before the trial,
assaults and 21 criminal sex- nesota for 17 years. Dwyer
she denies.
“I believe that we will
Holly was held in protective ual conduct complaints at
has also served as an advo“I didn’t like what was
provisionally discharge
isolation for 23 hours a day
MSOP. By comparison, the
cate to clients at MSOP.
going on there,” she said.
somebody from this prowithout any criteria for
department responded to
Dwyer said it’s crucial to “So they got rid of me.”
gram in the future,” Benson
what he could do to be retwo at the prison during the have well-qualified people to
said. “I don’t believe this is a
leased. His attorney,
same period.
‘YOU LOSE HOPE’
treat the level of psychosis
Michael Wilhelm, said he
Terri Port Wright, a CloWhen David Prescott was sham. I don’t believe we are
found at Moose Lake.
hiding behind false treatused that confinement in his quet attorney who repre“If I send you to marriage recruited to serve as Moose
ment here.”
closing statement to argue
counseling to a therapist
sents Moose Lake clients,
Lake’s clinical director in
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“I had zero
confidence that the
various systems in
Minnesota were
truly working
together to build
safer communities
and create
healthier lives.”

Calls to Moose Lake police
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US, China
give final
OKs to
Cirrus sale
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MINNESOTA SEX OFFENDER PROGRAM | TREATMENT WITHOUT PAROLE

No way out of the system?
St. Peter facility offers hope
to clients in final stages of
treatment, but some say the
threat of a relapse is too high
to ever let offenders go free

PETER PASSI

ppassi@duluthnews.com

BRANDON STAHL

Cirrus Aircraft is now in Chinese
hands.
The Duluth-based airplane maker
announced Tuesday that China Aviation Industry General Aircraft has
completed its acquisition of all operations.
“We’re very excited to have joined
forces with CAIGA,” Cirrus President
and CEO Brent Wouters said in a written statement. “This partnership will
benefit our business and our customers. We share with CAIGA a vision
of worldwide growth. CAIGA has the
resources that will allow us to expedite
our aircraft development programs and
accelerate our
global expansion.”
The sale of
the company,
announced on
Feb. 28, was
slowed to allow
federal authorities to determine if the deal
involved any
sensitive technology or information that
could be detrimental to na■ The Duluth-based
airplane maker is now tional interests.
But the sale rein the hands of China
Aviation Industry Gen- ceived the goahead from
eral Aircraft (CAIGA)
American au■ Financial terms of
the sale have not been thorities about
three to four
made public
weeks ago, ac■ Cirrus employs
cording to Todd
about 400 people in
Simmons, CirDuluth. A Cirrus
rus’ marketing
executive said the sale
director.
will have no immediate
Rep. Chip
impact on local opera- Cravaack inditions.
cated Tuesday
he was satisfied
the sale had received proper scrutiny.
“My staff and I have been in touch
with the Treasury Department. I trust
they have done their due diligence to
ensure sensitive technology will not
fall into the wrong hands,” he said. “It
is my sincere hope we will be able to
maintain or even expand the number of
high-skill aviation jobs we currently
have in Northeast Minnesota.”
Even after U.S. officials approved
the sale, it took additional time for the
Chinese government to sign off on the
acquisition.

T

bstahl@duluthnews.com

The deal
at a glance

See Cirrus, back page

R001135440-0629

Get home delivery
(218) 723-5252
or (800) 456-8080
News tips
(218) 723-5300
Contents
Classifieds
D
Comics
C6
Games
C5
Lotteries
A2
Obituaries C2,4
Opinion
A4
Sports
B
TV listings
D4

75¢

Weather

Photos by Clint Austin / caustin@duluthnews.com
ABOVE: William Sargent, a convicted rapist
and murderer, talks about his experience as
a client in the Minnesota Sex Offender Program in St. Peter. RIGHT: Sargent, who has
progressed to the final stages of treatment,
displays a security bracelet that allows him
to move around the grounds.

See Rehabilitation, Page A5

Lawmakers stand at
doorstep of shutdown
Needing a day to assemble lawmakers to vote
on a possible deal, time for talk is almost over
DON DAVIS

State Capitol Bureau

Today:
Sunny and nice
High: 75 Low: 59

Tomorrow: Chance
of thunderstorms
High: 77 Low: 62

wo bulletin boards full of pictures
in the main hallway of the Minnesota Sex Offender Program in
Moose Lake present offenders
glimpses of a better life.
One picture is of a man proudly displaying a fish he caught. Another shows
men sitting around a picturesque
breakfast table, smiling, as the sun
beams down through skylights.
Like the men at Moose Lake, they’re
all civilly committed sex offenders. But
the men in the photos have advanced to
the latter stages of MSOP’s treatment.
“I call these the ‘moon landing pictures’ because still we have clients who
believe these are all staged,” said Jannine Hebert, MSOP’s executive clinical
director.
The residents are real, as is the place
where the photos were taken — St.
Peter, a city of 11,000 in southern Minnesota just north of Mankato. Almost
150 sex offenders are civilly committed
there, many of whom have advanced
past the treatment at Moose Lake.
While no offender has been permanently released from St. Peter, seven
have advanced to the point where they
can live outside the main razor wirerimmed building where most of the offenders live. They can walk around the
sprawling campus as they choose. Their
only monitors are ankle bracelets,
which alert security if the wearer
leaves campus.
Four offenders live in a townhomelike setting called Green Acres, complete with a living room, kitchen and
small dining room looking out to a
wooded area. Razor wire is nowhere to
be seen.
The three who have advanced furthest in treatment live in “Halvorson
House,” a single-family, Tudor-style
home on the St. Peter campus that the
residents have helped refurbish, MSOP
leaders said. With the exception of a
flat-screen TV and video gaming equipment in the family room, and a 24-hour
security counselor in residence, the
home seems like something out of the
1920s, with wood-trimmed arches between rooms and reading areas with
built-in bookshelves. The kitchen looks
out at a line of trees, and beyond that, a
sign of normal civilization — a highway.

ST. PAUL — Today is the
day for a state budget deal, key
negotiators say, if one is possible before a Friday government
shutdown.
“We recognize time is growing short,” Gov. Mark Dayton
said when leaving budget talks
Tuesday. “We recognize (today)
is when we have to make our
final breakthroughs or we
won’t have been successful.”
If there is an agreement between Dayton and Republican

legislative leaders, 200 lawmakers from around the state will
be called in for a special legislative session on Thursday.
“They are standing at the
ready,” Senate Majority Leader
Amy Koch, R-Buffalo, said.
The Democratic governor
and GOP leaders continued to
refuse to give any indication
about how close they are to a
deal.
Without an overall budget
deal, authorization to spend
money ends Thursday night,

See Budget, Page A3

Poll gives Obama nod
over all GOP contenders
DAVID LIGHTMAN

McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Only
36 percent of registered voters
say they’d definitely vote for
President Obama next year —
but he still tops all Republican
challengers in one-on-one
matchups, according to a new
McClatchy-Marist poll.
The survey also found that
Republicans and Republicanleaning independents remain
highly uncertain about who
they want to face Obama. Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt
Romney leads the field, but
with only 19 percent.
The findings “speak to the
vulnerability on the part of the
president,” but also doubts

about the Republican field, said
Lee Miringoff, director of the
Marist Institute for Public Opinion, which conducted the poll.
The survey was taken June
15-23, after seven Republicans
held a nationally televised debate in New Hampshire on
June 13. It also covered a period
of low consumer confidence in
the economy and gasoline
prices near $4 a gallon.
The survey included 801 registered voters, with 308 Republicans or GOP-leaning
independents. The error margin was plus or minus 3.5 percentage points for registered
voters and plus or minus 5.5
percentage points for questions

See Poll, Page A3
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‘EVIL’ TO REHABILITATED?
It’s a home where 55-yearold convicted murderer and
rapist William Sargent of
Warroad hopes to live one
day. If he makes it, it would
be a long way from where he
was 11 years ago, when he
told prison counselors he
was a “sick and evil person”
and that he would be unable
to change because “I was
born this way.”
It’s not hard to see why.
Sargent has spent most of
his adult life incarcerated
for heinous crimes. Among
those, according to records:
In 1973, when Sargent was
17, he raped and beat a 14year-old girl. In 1976, Sargent, then 20, raped a
16-year-old girl. To cover up
the rape, he took her to a
river and beat her to death
with a rock.
He was released from
prison eight years later and,
in 1986, when he was 30, Sargent violently raped a
31-year-old woman at knifepoint. Sargent later admitted that the terror in the
woman’s eyes “excited
him.” He said he intended to
kill the woman and hide her
body, but stopped when she
said she had children.
He was sent back to
prison, where he became
more involved in sex offender treatment therapy.
Progress reports showed
that he met or exceeded expectations of treatment, but
as his release neared in 2004,
the county petitioned to
have him civilly committed.
In an interview with the
News Tribune in early May,
Sargent’s calm tone and demeanor never gave a hint of
his violent past.
He said when he was
committed to MSOP he saw
it as a hopeless situation
and, like many committed
sex offenders, initially tried
to fight it through the
courts. He said he now realizes he was wrong.
“There was a great risk
for me to reoffend at the
time,” Sargent said. “I wasn’t really looking at that. I
was only looking at them
punishing me more for
something I had done. It
took me a while to realize
they were right. At the time
of my commitment, there
was a great risk for me to reoffend.”
Seven years later, Sargent is in an advanced phase
of treatment in St. Peter. He
said he believes he’ll be released sometime in the next
three to four years.
Why should the public believe that he won’t reoffend?
His response is that treatment has given him tools to
stop himself when he’s having sexually deviant
thoughts.
“I take a timeout, ask myself what I’m doing with
these thoughts, where I’m

Of the 20 states that civilly
commit sex offenders for
treatment, Minnesota is the
only state that has never permanently released an offender.
going, is this healthy for
me?” he said. “Is this
healthy for other people, and
look at what it’s done to me
in the past, and look at
where I went to in the past
with those thoughts.”
Another technique he’s
been taught is to think about
an adverse scene when he’s
having deviant thoughts.
“The scene for me that
works the best is the scene
of my mother as she was on
her death bed from a fire,
wrapped in white gauze, and
her asking me what I’m
doing,” he said. “That stops
me. It helps take away the
power and to realize that
even though she’s not with
me, physically, spiritually
she’s still there and cares.”
He also blames his crimes
on a deep sense of shame
and thinking of himself “as a
monster.” The more his
shame grew, the more
crimes he committed, he
said.
He said he hasn’t talked
with the victims of his
crimes and worries that the
shame would return if he
does. But he said he believes
that support from MSOP and
other groups would keep
him from reoffending.
“And when I’m at my
worst, and not doing treatment, and not doing the
things I need to take care of
myself, then yes, I can go
there. I know I can,” he said.
Some believe sex offenders like Sargent never
should be released. Paul
Knochenmus, the nowretired Roseau County Sheriff who investigated Sargent’s murder, said he
doesn’t believe Sargent can
ever be successfully treated.
“He’s a danger to society.
He should never be let out,”
he said. “He had no qualms
about the murder he committed.”
Knochenmus said he believed it would be only a
matter of time before Sargent committed another sex
offense.
“I don’t think they can rehabilitate any of them,” he
said. “And I don’t think the
public should be subjected to
someone like that out in
their midst.”
FAKING THEIR WAY?
At Moose Lake, Christopher Ivey, who has been a
civilly committed sex offender since 2003 and tried to
escape from the facility with
three others last year, gave a
chilling explanation for why
some offenders have been
able to advance through treatment while the overwhelming majority have not: They
fake their way through it.
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ways going to be a sex offender. They are always
going to have that label —
it’s managing that.”
That test could be coming
for one sex offender, John
Rydberg, who’s one of three
to advance the furthest in
the MSOP and has petitioned for his release. Rydberg, 69, who has been
committed to MSOP for 18
years, has more than 90 admitted sex offenses, including escaping from prison
and breaking into the Wisconsin home of Janet and
Tom McCartney in 1975,
tying both of them up, then
raping both at gunpoint.
At a hearing in March,
the McCartneys and the attorneys for the county that
committed him pleaded with
a three-judge panel to reject
Rydberg’s release.
Tom McCartney told the
News Tribune that he feels
no one from MSOP should
ever be released.
“These types of people
are not able to be rehabilitated,” McCartney said.
“They’re psychopaths.
When you talk to people that
treat them, people that try
and deal with them, they’ll
all tell you the same thing —
they will reoffend.”
“Somehow they feel
they’ve earned a right to be
released into society?” he
added. “I don’t think so.”
Rydberg’s case is being
closed watched by all affiliated with MSOP — administrators and clients alike —
for many of the same reasons. If he’s released, Benson said he believed it would
encourage more offenders to
embrace treatment.
Offenders said it would
give them hope that they,
too, could gain freedom.
And if Rydberg isn’t released?
“It’s a hard picture to
look at,” Sargent said, “because that gets me back to
the hopelessness, that gets
me back to the not caring,
and I don’t want to do that.”
Benson said he believes
an offender eventually
would be released. But he
cautioned that there’s no
guarantee that anyone who
is released won’t reoffend.
“We’d love to be able to
guarantee public safety to
that degree,” he said. “But
like I used to say when I was
a prison warden, the only
way you can really do that is
if you hang them by their
thumbs and keep them in
prison forever.”
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Continued from Page A1

“A lot of the guys progressing through treatment
are clinical psychopaths because they’re willing to do
whatever,” said Ivey, who is
not in treatment at Moose
Lake. “Stab somebody in the
back. Lie, cheat, steal, manipulate staff, do whatever it
takes to get through the program. A lot of those guys
that make it through have
the highest psychopathic
level.”
It is possible for a sex offender to fake his way
through treatment, said
David Prescott, the former
clinical director for MSOP.
“I have seen people with
high scores (on measures of
psychopathy) who turned
out to have engaged in
covert illegal behavior for
years while appearing to do
well in treatment and advancing to a high level,” he
said. “There are no foolproof
measures for assessing
whether or not someone has
actually changed. There are
some measures, such as the
polygraph, that can help find
deception, but there are still
a lot of unknowns.”
In reviews of client
records, the News Tribune
found one case of a man who
had been convicted of molesting girls ages 4 to 15 and
repeatedly raping an adult
woman. A psychologist later
reported he believed the
client was trying to fake his
way through MSOP treatment. His release was eventually rejected.
Executive clinical director Hebert dismisses the possibility of offenders being
able to fake their way
through treatment, saying
clients have to pass tests
such as polygraphs and responding to sexual images.
The head of MSOP, Dennis Benson, said advancing
through treatment requires
more than just passing tests.
“You just can’t fake it,”
he said. “(The offenders) are
into victim empathy; they
talk openly about what their
risks are, what their triggers
are, their concerns about
when they go into the community. We have them go
back to group and talk very
openly about how nervous
they were when a little girl
approached them, or when a
female made a comment to
them. And they process that,
and that’s what’s going to
keep them out of trouble.
“That’s as good as it’s
going to get for these people,” he added. “They are al-
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MINNESOTA SEX OFFENDER PROGRAM | TREATMENT WITHOUT PAROLE

States have released sex offenders, with varying success
BRANDON STAHL

bstahl@duluthnews.com

Minnesota is one of 20
states in the country that
civilly commits its sex offenders for treatment, but
it’s the only state that has
never permanently released
an offender, records reviewed by the News Tribune
show.
While Texas hasn’t released any offender, it commits them to halfway houses
and intensively monitors
their movement through the

!Cirrus

Continued from Page A1
Simmons described the
review process as thorough
and straight-forward. Although fielding questions
from all the involved authorities proved time-consuming, he said it provided time
for Cirrus and CAIGA staff
to strengthen ties.
“We’ve gotten to know
each other better,” he said.
Simmons said Cirrus’
first contact with CAIGA
dates back about two years.
But he said discussions
about the possible mechanics of an acquisition grew increasingly more serious in
the past 12 to 18 months.
Wouters has maintained
that the sale will have no immediate impact on Cirrus’
operations in Duluth, other
than to better fund the company and help with its development efforts. He said there
are no imminent plans to

vide people with opportunities to make their way
through the program and
earn their release,” said
Kelly Cunningham, the director of the state’s commitment program.
Ten years later, 57 offenders have been released, Cunningham said, and not one
has been recommitted.
Cunningham said getting
there wasn’t easy. When the
first few offenders were released, administrators
would be met by an outraged
public at hearings.

“We had people throwing
things at leadership,” Cunningham said.
Now releases are barely
noticed, he said.
“For the states that have
these programs, you’ve got
to release people,” Cunningham said. “The state now realizes as a result of the
injunction that you have to
release people who have
completed the program. We
cannot continue to hold
somebody indefinitely without questioning the constitutionality of the program.”

but only if the company substantially increases its employment or other
investments in Duluth over
The state Supreme Court will review
ligent. The appeals court ruling essenfive years. If it does not, the
an appeals court ruling in a 2003 plane
tially vacated a more than $16 million
company will be charged
crash that killed two men in north-central award for families of pilot Gary Prokop
6 percent annual interest on
Minnesota.
and passenger James Kosak.
the outstanding balance.
Last month, the Minnesota Court of ApAttorneys for the Kosak and Prokop
Should Cirrus move any
peals ruled that Duluth-based Cirrus Defamilies had asked the Supreme Court to
of its existing operations out
sign Corp. had no legal duty to provide
review the case.
of Duluth, the city could impilot training to a Grand Rapids man
The UND Aerospace Foundation,
mediately call the loan.
whose plane crashed, killing him and his
which conducted pilot training, also
Foreign ownership is
passenger.
sought a review, which will be handled as
nothing new for Cirrus. In
That reversed a lower court decision
a cross-appeal.
2001, Arcapita, formerly
that found Cirrus and the University of
ASSOCIATED PRESS
known as Crescent Capital,
North Dakota Aerospace Foundation negtook a controlling interest in
move any production from
721 aircraft, but last year it
tions, they’ve made every in- the company after sinking
$100 million into the busiDuluth.
delivered just 264 planes —
dication that it is their inness. Arcapita was the inSimmons said Cirrus em- 63 percent fewer than it once tent not only to maintain
ploys about 500 people comdid.
their local operations but to vestment arm of the First
Islamic Bank of Bahrain,
panywide, including
The size of the company’s grow jobs here in Duluth,”
CAIGA President Meng
roughly 400 in Duluth. The
work force has declined by
he said.
company also has a plant in about 60 percent from a high
The city granted Cirrus a Xiangkai issued a statement
Grand Forks, N.D., that sup- of about 1,300 people at its
forgivable loan last year that praising Cirrus’ performplies composite parts for its height.
hinges on the company con- ance in the global general
airplanes.
Duluth Mayor Don Ness
tinuing to invest in Duluth.
aviation industry.
Cirrus has fallen on hard said his administration has
The deal will erase $187,500
“It has a very strong
times with the economic
spoken with CAIGA leaderin rent Cirrus owed for its
record of consistent product
downturn. The company’s
ship on several occasions,
use of the former Northwest excellence, comprehensive
production peaked in 2007 at
“From all our conversaAirlines maintenance base,
safety features, an outstand-

ing management team and a
highly skilled work force
who operate from advanced
production facilities. We
look forward to working
with Cirrus’ management
team to build upon its success and to expand production volume to further
cement Cirrus’ leadership
position in the global general aviation industry.”
The financial terms of the
sale have not been made
public.
Ness predicted the
change of ownership could
bode well for Cirrus.
“Everyone in the general
aviation industry is struggling,” he said. “That Cirrus
now has new ownership
willing to invest in the
growth of the business could
be just the kind of lifeline
that Cirrus has been needing. I think it gives them a
tremendous competitive advantage within the sector
going forward.”

community.
Since the Texas program
began in 1999, no offender
has been charged with a new
sex offense, though some
have been charged with violating conditions of their release and sentenced to
lengthy prison sentences.
Missouri, Pennsylvania
and Nebraska have released
only a handful of sex offenders, but their populations of
committed offenders are far
smaller than Minnesota’s.
States that have released
numerous offenders have

seen varying degrees of success. Wisconsin, for example, has discharged more
than 90 of its offenders since
1995, and of those had 37 revocations. That doesn’t necessarily mean they’ve
reoffended, said Seth Boffeli,
a spokesman for the Wisconsin Department of Human
Services, which runs the
state’s program. It could also
mean they’ve violated terms
of their release, such as displaying questionable behavior, drinking or tampering
with tracking devices.

He couldn’t say how
many were recommitted for
a new sex offense.
Perhaps the most successful program in the country is run by the state of
Washington. Ten years ago,
the state’s program was
found to be unconstitutional
by a federal judge, who ordered the state to make
major changes or be faced
with millions of dollars in
fines and the threat of releasing offenders.
“In order to be found constitutional, we had to pro-

Supreme Court to review Cirrus case over 2003 crash

A brief history of Cirrus
1984
Alan and
Dale
Klapmeier
found Cirrus
Design Corp.
in Baraboo,
Wis.

1994
Cirrus moves
headquarters
to Duluth and
begins work
on SR20.

Alan Klapmeier Dale Klapmeier

Gary Meader / gmeader@duluthnews.com
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1996
Cirrus
builds
composite
facility in
Grand
Forks, N.D.

1999
First certified
SR20 delivered
to market.
market
SR20

2001
First SR22
delivered. Crescent
Capital, an
investment arm of
First Islamic Bank
of Bahrain, takes
controlling interest
in company.

2002
Cirrus’
whole-plane
parachute
makes first
successful
emergency save
in the field.

2007

2008

2009

Cirrus
Prototype jet
Alan
delivers
makes first
Klapmeier
record 721 successful flight.
flight leaves Cirrus.
Cirrus
airplanes,
Brent Wouters
announces
succeeds as
jet initiative.
president/CEO.
Vision SJ50 jet.

2010

2011

Cirrus
delivers 264
airplanes,
airplanes
63 percent
less than its
peak
production.

CAIGA of
China
purchases
Cirrus.
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DEADLY STORM CARVES
PATH OF DEVASTATION

$1.50

TREATMENT
WITHOUT PAROLE |
FOLLOW-UP

Ordered to
be deported,
but confined
at MSOP
While at Moose Lake, sex
offender fathered a child
with a security counselor
BRANDON STAHL

bstahl@duluthnews.com

See Recovery, Page A6

See MSOP, Page A7

Lory and Dan Deasey of Chippewa Falls, Wis., sit on the steps of their trailer parked at the Log Cabin Hollow campground on Yellow Lake near Webster
on Saturday. Powerful, straight-line winds from Friday night’s storm toppled a white pine tree that crushed the vehicle. Dan Deasey was exhausted from
salvaging what he could. For more photos, go to duluthnewstribune.com. Photos by Bob King / rking@duluthnews.com

Cleanup begins across Douglas, Burnett counties
JOHN LUNDY
AND ANDREW KRUEGER

Burnett counties were without
power. Sichta said the Danbury
jlundy@duluthnews.com;
area probably would not have elecakrueger@duluthnews.com
tricity for at least three days.
In a statement released SaturAn 11-year-old Hinckley,
day evening, Wisconsin Gov. Scott
Minn., girl was killed Friday
Walker offered his condolences.
night at a Burnett County, Wis.,
“It is with great sadness on this
campground during a storm with
celebratory weekend that I learned
winds up to 100 mph that cast a
of the injuries and deaths caused
path of destruction across Northby last night’s severe storms that
western Wisconsin.
hit northern Wisconsin,” Walker
The girl was trying to escape
said. “Many of our friends and
the storm when lightning struck
neighbors in northern Wisconsin
a tree and it fell on her, said
are now removing downed trees
Dawn Sargent, public informaand other storm debris from their
tion officer for the Burnett
homes and businesses. Wisconsin
County Sheriff’s Office. Burnett
will offer any assistance possible
County is located south and
to the communities impacted by
southwest of Douglas County.
last night’s storms.”
The death of a Burnett County
Burnett County has a resident
man of an apparent heart attack
Friday’s storms moved a home off its foundation on Ramel Road near
population of 17,000, but with holalso might have been storm reiday visitors the weekend populalated, said Brian Satula, adminis- Solon Springs. Jed Carlson / jcarlson@superiortelegram.com
trator of the Wisconsin
tion probably was closer to 80,000,
Crews were going door-to-door ularly the northern threeEmergency Operations Center.
Sheriff Dean Roland said. Power
to check on residents, and neigh- quarters of the county. The
Sargent said the man was bewas out throughout the county
bors were asked to check on each Grantsburg, Webster, Yellow
tween 50 and 60, but she didn’t
during the night but was graduother.
Lake and Danbury areas sushave any more information on
ally being restored.
“It’s a mess,” Sargent said.
tained the heaviest damage.
him Saturday night.
The damage in Burnett
As of 7 p.m. Saturday, more than County was caused by wideSargent said 39 people were in- “We have some pretty widespread damage throughout the
5,000 Burnett County residents still spread straight-line winds, acjured in the storm, three criticounty. We’ve got numerous
were without power, said Robert
cally. The critically injured
cording to the National Weather
Sichta, Burnett County Emergency Service in Duluth, which convictims were taken to hospitals in roads that are blocked due to the
falling trees and debris.”
Management director, in a news re- ducted ground and aerial surveys
Eau Claire, Wis. Most of the othSargent said the entire county lease. Earlier Saturday, at least
ers were treated and released,
Satula reported in a news release. was hard-hit in the storm, partic- 12,000 homes in Washburn and
See Storm, Page A4
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Nation’s economic recovery turns 2,
but most Americans aren’t celebrating
PAUL WISEMAN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — This is
one anniversary few feel like
celebrating.
Two years after economists
say the Great Recession ended,
the recovery has been the
weakest and most lopsided of
any since the 1930s.
After previous recessions,
people in all income groups

tended to benefit. This time, ordinary Americans are struggling
with job insecurity, too much
debt and pay raises that haven’t
kept up with prices at the grocery store and gas station. The
economy’s meager gains are
going mostly to the wealthiest.
Workers’ wages and benefits make up 57.5 percent of the
economy, an all-time low. Until
the mid-2000s, that figure had

R001135954-0703

been remarkably stable —
about 64 percent through boom
and bust alike.
Executive pay is included in
this figure, but rank-and-file
workers are far more dependent on regular wages and benefits. A big chunk of the
economy’s gains has gone to investors in the form of higher
corporate profits.

Of the dozens of men who believe
they should be released from the Minnesota Sex Offender Program in
Moose Lake, perhaps Hayden Michael
Richards has the strongest case.
He shouldn’t even be in the country.
Richards, 37, is a citizen of
Trinidad and has had an order to be
deported back there by the U.S. Department of Immigration and Homeland Security since 1999, according to
court records.
Richards served 10 years in prison
for beating and raping two women
and attempting to rape two more in
the mid-1990s in the St. Paul area.
Before his release in 2006, Ramsey
County petitioned to have him committed for treatment at MSOP, which
spends an average of $120,000 a year
on each offender, about 3½ times the
cost of prison.
And while in Moose Lake,
Richards fathered a child with a security counselor at the facility.
That woman, Lindsay Wood, who
now lives in the Twin Cities area, told
the News Tribune last week she had a
consensual sexual relationship with
Richards for eight to
nine months inside
the Moose Lake
center.
“I can’t deny that I
love him,” she said.
“He’s a good person. I
feel he’s a good perRICHARDS
son. I found the good
in him. And he’s a great father.”
Though she’s no longer allowed inside the facility, Wood said she speaks
to him almost daily on the phone.
Richards also speaks daily to their
daughter, now 2, Wood said. Their
daughter also has visited him three
times at Moose Lake.
Wood, who grew up in Moose
Lake, was 22 when she started working at MSOP. She said she advanced
to security counselor lead worker,
where part of her role was to work
one-on-one with some of the clients
and have “healthy therapeutic relationships with them,” including talking with them about their goals and
playing games with them.
“It was to provide some sort of normalcy,” Wood said. “It started out as
talking, just being on the unit and interacting.
“And one thing led to another,”
she said, “and a relationship began.”
She said the two were able to have
sex because they found places away
from the facility’s cameras and “other
staff weren’t paying attention.”
The two were discovered after
Wood said she confided to another
employee about the relationship.
That employee went to administrators, Wood said.
Wood was fired in February 2009;
Richards was sent back to prison for
violating conditions of his parole.
He was returned to MSOP. He declined an interview request last week
with the News Tribune.
Wood, 26, who says she now works
as an administrative assistant and
lives in the Twin Cities area, said
Richards wants to be deported, something she supports. If that happened,
she said she believes he could have a
better relationship with their daughter in Trinidad. Wood said she probably wouldn’t move there, but would
allow her daughter to visit him there.
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Massive treasure found in Indian temple
SUNRITA SEN

Travancore.
A seven-member, courtNEW DELHI — Precious appointed panel is conductstones, jewelry, gold and sil- ing an inventory of the
vaults.
ver estimated to be worth
The temple has six underseveral billion dollars have
been found in the secret un- ground chambers, of which
two are opened daily, and
derground vaults of an antwo twice a year. The two
cient temple in southern
chambers opened on ThursIndia, a temple official said
day and Friday were last
Saturday.
looked at about 130 years
An 18-foot-long necklace,
ago, the temple’s executive
more than 1,179 pounds of
officer VK Harikumar said.
18th century gold coins,
The treasure recovered
diamond-studded plates, ruso far could be worth $11 bilbies and emeralds were
found in the vaults of the Sri lion, the Hindustan Times
quoted sources as saying.
Padmanabhaswamy temple
Some experts have quesin Thiruvananthapuram, the
tioned the quick estimates,
capital of Kerala state, the
saying it would take several
Hindustan Times reported.
weeks to make an assessThe vaults were opened
after the Supreme Court or- ment. “Antique value cannot
dered the state government be fixed overnight,” PJ Cherto take over the temple’s as- ian, director of the Kerala
Council for Historical Resets from a trust controlled
search, was quoted as saying.
by the royal family of

German Press Agency

The Sri Padmanabhaswamy temple was built
in the 16th century by the
kings of Travancore. The descendents of the royal family
had appealed to the Supreme
Court against the petition
for the takeover.
Princely states in India
merged with the Indian republic after the country
gained independence from
British rule in 1947. Initially,
the princes were allowed to
retain their titles and some
property, and were given
funds in lieu of the revenue
they earlier earned. But the
funds and their titles were
abolished by the government in 1971.
The descendants of the
Travancore royal family,
however, continued to control the Sri Padmanabhaswamy temple through
the trust.
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Health
in good

Information & events promoting wellness in our community

Childbirth Education Classes
BIRTHING WITH CONFIDENCE:
NON-MEDICAL INTERVENTIONS
Non-medical interventions that can
be used by support persons to bring
comfort to the laboring woman.

PREPARING TO BREASTFEED:
A SUCCESSFUL BEGINNING
July 27, 6:30-9:00 pm
St. Luke’s Auditorium, 2nd Floor
$15/couple.

July 5, 6:30-9:00 pm
St. Luke’s Auditorium, 2nd Floor
$20/couple.

Pre-registration is required for Childbirth
Education Classes. Call 218.249.5527 to register.
For e-mail registration, go to slhduluth.com
and click on “Classes & Programs.”

LABOR AND DELIVERY 3-DAY CLASS
July 12, 13 & 14, 6:00-9:30 pm
St. Luke’s Auditorium, 2nd Floor
$50/couple.

Support Groups
CANCER CARE SUPPORT GROUP
For cancer patients and their families.
First Tuesday of each month.
July 5, 3:30-5:00 pm
St. Luke’s Lakeview Building
1001 East Superior Street, 4th Floor
For more information, call
218.249.5489. No charge.
HEPATITIS C SUPPORT GROUP
Disease and treatment information for
patients, families and others.
First Wednesday of each month.
July 6, 3:30-5:00 pm
St. Luke’s Lakeview Building
1001 East Superior Street, 4th Floor
For more information, call
218.249.7990. No charge.

WOMEN AND HEART DISEASE
SUPPORT GROUP
For women with heart disease or who
want to learn more about heart disease.
July 21, 7:00-8:00 pm
St. Luke’s Lakeview Building
1001 East Superior Street, 2nd Floor
For more information, call
218.249.3057. No charge.
DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP
For people with diabetes and their
families. For dates, times and
registration, call 218.249.5231.
No charge.

BREASTFEEDING MOTHERS GROUP
For new and expectant moms and
others who support breastfeeding.
July 18, 5:30-7:00 pm
St. Luke’s Pediatric Associates
1000 East First Street, Suite N105
For more information, call
218.249.7870. No charge.
R001133855-0703

slhduluth.com
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Richards appealed, arguing
that the purpose of MSOP is
to treat sex offenders and reContinued from Page A1
lease them back into the
community. But because his
“At least she could go to
Read articles from last week’s
see him once or twice a year News Tribune series on the Min- release would be back to
and have a relationship with nesota Sex Offender Program at Trinidad, he argued that he
wasn’t a proper candidate
him, without it being in a
duluthnewstribune.com.
for treatment.
room (at MSOP),” she said.
The appeals court denied
Wood said she would
tims testified against him in Richards’ request, finding
trust Richards with their
1997, saying she said she no
that because he was clearly
daughter.
longer felt safe and somea sexually dangerous person
“He’s not a pedophile,
times started crying when
and psychopath, he met the
for one. …. Obviously, I
wouldn’t allow my daughter she thought about the attack. statutory criteria for com“I wish he could somemitment.
to go see him if I thought he
They also noted that U.S.
was having sexually deviant how experience what we
did,” she said.
immigration can deport him
fantasies,” she said. “He
His crimes were so severe back to Trinidad at any time.
cares. He has a heart. He is
that it was clear he was a
But that doesn’t appear
thoughtful, gives great adsexually dangerous person
likely to happen. Shawn Neuvice. I’d bet you a million
who needed to be committed dauer, a spokesman for U.S.
dollars that he’s the
Immigration and Customs,
smartest guy inside MSOP.” to MSOP, said Susan Gaertner, the former Ramsey
said for Richards to be deThat’s a far cry from tesCounty attorney who petiported, he’d have to be retimony Richards’ victims
leased from state custody first.
gave when he was sentenced tioned for his commitment.
While her office was
“U.S. Immigration and
for rape.
aware of the deportation
Customs Enforcement canAccording to records,
order, Gaertner said it was
not effect deportation of
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Community Education Classes & Programs
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL
BLS RECERTIFICATION
Recertification for health care workers
in adult, child and infant CPR, AED and
choking. (Should have BLS certification
within the past two years.)
July 7, 8:30 am-12:30 pm
OR
July 11, 6:00-10:00 pm
Pre-registration required.
Call 218.249.6932. $40.
HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES: PUTTING
YOUR WISHES IN WRITING
Learn about this legal written document
that informs your family, friends and
health care providers of your wishes in
the event you are unable to communicate
them yourself.
July 11, 4:00-5:30 pm
St. Luke’s 3 East Conference Room
915 East First Street
No charge.

HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL
BLS CERTIFICATION
Certification for health care workers in
adult, child and infant CPR and choking.
July 15, 8:30 am-1:30 pm
Pre-registration required.
Call 218.249.6932. $50.
CHILD CAR SEAT SAFETY CLINIC
A certified car seat technician evaluates
your child’s car seat for proper
installation. No appointment necessary.
First-come, first-served basis.
July 21, 4:00-6:00 pm
Duluth Fire Station #2
2627 West Superior Street, Duluth
For more information, call 218.730.4380.
No charge.
Child car seat safety clinics are offered through
a partnership of St. Luke’s, the Duluth Fire
Department and Northland’s NewsCenter.

IS WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY
RIGHT FOR YOU?
Learn about lifestyle changes that may
TOTAL JOINT REPLACEMENT CLASS
Pre-surgical class for patients scheduled accompany weight loss after gastric
bypass or gastric banding surgery.
for total knee or hip replacement.
Second Tuesday and fourth Wednesday
July 27, 6:00-7:30 pm
of each month.
St. Luke’s Lakeview Building
1001 East Superior Street, 4th Floor
July 12, 3:00-4:30 pm
Call 218.249.2410 to register.
OR
No charge.
July 27, 3:00-4:30 pm

St. Luke’s Auditorium
915 East First Street, 2nd Floor
Pre-registration required.
Call 218.249.5644. No charge.

